
 I will keep an individual file folder for each student in this class.  At any point, you are wel-

come to come and pick up the items collected in your folder (assignments, quizzes, or exams you did not pick up).  I 

will bring these folders to class prior to finals week to be sure that everyone has had an opportunity to pick up all as-

signments.  These folders will be kept in my office until the second week of the following semester.  After that point, 

anything not picked up will be recycled.  If you want items that you are unable to pick up before this deadline, you 

must call me and let me know that you want me to save your materials to be picked up at a later date. 

 Class Meets in 308 CCC 

Sec 3  11:00-12:15 

Sec 4  12:35-13:50 

 

1. Understand how the concept 

of delinquency has been con-

structed throughout history.  

2. Understand the various issues 

and problems confronting to-

day’s youth. 

3. Understand the various ways 

that research is conducted in 

the area of juvenile delin-

quency and the various 

sources of juvenile delinquen-

cy statistics. 

4. Understand the major theo-

retical explanations of delin-

quency. 

5. Understand the history and 

development of Juvenile Jus-

tice. 

6. Understand the various ca-

reers available in the juvenile 

delinquency field. 

Writing Emphasis (GDR) and  
Communication in the Major Class (GEP) 

final  

This is a writing emphasis class and a 

communication in the major course—

thus instruction on writing and pre-

senting in Sociology (both academic 

and applied) will be incorporated in 

all aspects of the course.  Specifically, 

we will discuss the kinds of writing 

done in scholarly journals and re-

search reports on juvenile delinquen-

cy.  Students will be placed in peer 

editing groups early in the semester. 

The peer editing group members will 

work together to assist with general 

writing improvement.  We will spend 

a substantial amount of time discuss-

ing the role of peer editors early in the 

semester.  Please note that while peer 

editing will be used in this class, I am 

also willing to work with each student 

on his or her writing and will give 

written feedback for all major written 

and oral assignments. 

 

Students will also work individually 

and in groups to communicate orally 

and be asked to present their work and 

ideas to their classmates. Upon com-

pleting this class, students will be able 

to: 

 Apply discipline-specific standards 

of oral and written communication 

to compose an articulate, grammati-

cally correct, and organized presen-

tation/piece of writing with proper-

ly documented and supported ideas, 

evidence, and information suitable 

to the topic, purpose, and audience.  

 Critique their own and others’ writ-

ing/oral presentations to provide 

effective and useful feedback to im-

prove their communication. 

Spring 2017 

Syllabus 
 Grades 

Grade Percent 

A 93-100 

A- 90-92 

B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 

D 60-66 

F 59 & below 

E-mail Policy: E-Mail is an excellent resource and I welcome 

students to use e-mail to ask questions regarding class material or for 

clarification of assignments. I will try to respond to your e-mail as soon 

as I can; however, students should be aware that I do not necessarily 

check my e-mail every day, and thus there is no guarantee that I will 

respond in a timely fashion. If you have a question or concern in need 

of an immediate response you, should call my office and / or come to 

office hours. In addition, please be advised that I will NOT discuss 

your grades via e-mail and any questions of this nature must be dis-

cussed with me during my office hours. I DO NOT ACCEPT class as-

signments (paper, exams, etc.) through e-mail. Rather; they are to be 

turned in during class or put in the appropriate D2L drop box. If a stu-

dent misses a handout they, should go to D2L or come to my office to 

collect one (I have copies of all handouts distributed in class outside 

my office door and /or on D2L).  If a student misses a class lecture, 

they should get the notes from a classmate; if they are unable to do so, 

they can come to my office hours and look at my notes.  I will not 

make copies of my notes for students nor will I e-mail students copies 

of my notes.   

 

Please put SOC 301 on the subject line of all e-mails 

Cell Phones and all other devices (tablets, laptops, etc.) are to be off or silenced 

during class. Please be sure these devices are put away out of view during 

class; there is no text messaging, web browsing, etc., during  class. 



  Dorothy R. De Boer, Ph.D. 
 

Empey, Lamar T, Mark C. Stafford and Carter H. Hay. American   
 Delinquency: Its Meaning and Construction, Fourth edition 

 
Siegel, Larry J and Brandon C. Welsh. Juvenile Delinquency: The 
 Core. 

  
E-Reserve Readings and D2L readings listed on the course  

Each student is strongly encouraged 
to meet with me individually at least 
once during the semester in order to 
discuss their status in the class, re-
view notes, address questions, etc. 
In addition to regular scheduled of-
fice hours, students are also wel-
come to make appointments for oth-
er times or to call me at home.  Oc-
casionally, I may have to cancel of-
fice hours, and I will make every 
effort to announce this in class.  If I 
cannot make it in on a day when I 
have a scheduled appointment I, 
will make every effort to call you so 
that we can reschedule.  It is, there-
fore, important that you give me 
your current phone number when 
making appointments, especially if 
it differs from what is listed in the 
student directory. 

Attend Class: Due to the active role students play in this 

course, regular attendance is strongly encouraged. While attend-

ance may not be checked daily, excessive absences will negative-

ly affect your final grade. There will be random attendance days 

where points will be given. Students not in class will not receive 

these points. Students are responsible for all information and as-

signments missed during their absences—including announce-

ments concerning any changes in the course schedule.  

Participate : Student engagement is directly linked to success in the classroom, and when you 

are engaged in the classroom, you become a full participant in what you’re learning. A large portion 

of this class will be devoted to discussion and group activity. Students are expected to contribute 

their viewpoints regarding assigned readings and topics during class discussion. 

Complete Assigned Reading: Students are expected to have completed the assigned readings 

prior to coming to class (see schedule of readings insert).  Come to class prepared to ask questions 

and to discuss the readings  of the day. 

Student Engagement Expectation 
 

Professor of Sociology 

Department of Sociology & Social Work 

Office : 450 CCC 

E-mail: ddeboer@uwsp.edu  

please see e-mail policy page 2  

 

Office Hours 

D2L Policy 

 

All class assignments, course 

material, and grades will be 

posted on D2L.  Students are 

expected to check D2L at 

least once a week.  Any er-

rors or concerns regarding 

D2L postings must be dis-

cussed with the instructor 

within two days of posting.  

This class will adhere to all guidelines established in the UWSP Community Rights and Responsibili-

ties. If you are not fully aware of these rights and responsibilities please see the Student Rights and Re-

sponsibilities available in PDF format at http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/Pages/Student-Conduct.aspx, specifi-

cally you may wish to examine Chapter 14–Student Academic Standards and Disciplinary Procedures . 

Student Rights and Responsibilities  

 

This is a blended class- which means that some of the class will 

require students to complete class work online instead of in the class 

room. This includes, but is not limited to, videos, assignments, discus-

 

Quizzes: (150 points)  
With the exception of the first week, there will be a quiz on the assigned read-
ing and lecture material each week.  Each quiz will be worth 25 points.  The 
six highest quiz scores count. No, makeup quizzes will be given. 
 
Exams: (200 points)  
There will be two take-home exams in this class—a midterm and a final.  Both 
these exams must be peer edited—no exceptions. These exams will cover 
information from class lectures, guest speakers, audio-visual materials, and 
the readings indicated on the course schedule. You are responsible for all 
readings and information presented in class.  Dates that exams will be distrib-
uted and when they are due are on the course schedule.  Any changes to 
these dates will be announced in class.  Each of these exams is worth 100 
points.   
 
Collaborative Contribution/Peer Editing/In Class Topic Discussions:    
(50-150 points)  
There will be several individual and group in-class assignments given 
throughout the semester ranging from peer editing to small group or individual 
presentations or discussions. These assignments will be completed in class.  
During the first few weeks of class, students will be given a chance to contrib-
ute to the nature of activities they have options. Students not in class on 
these days will not receive these points 
 
Project Plan Assignment: (50 points)  
A project plan assignment is due during the first portion of the semester. This 
assignment is basically an essay detailing your plan for the class project that 
is due at the end of the semester.  The expectations for this assignment will 
be discussed in detail in class.  This must be typed (no exceptions), doubled-
spaced, and professional in appearance.  Spelling, grammar, sentence struc-
ture, and clear expression of your ideas will all be taken into consideration 
when grading.  If a writing deficiency exists, I suggest that you visit the Tutor-
ing-Learning Center.  Please do not use cover pages, binders, or folders of 
any sort—let’s conserve resources.  
 
Major Project and Project Presentation: (150 points) Students can select 
one of the following two options:  
 

Research Paper Option: This paper is assigned so you can ex-
plore a delinquency issue in-depth.  It is expected that you will spend 
a substantial amount of time doing library research on your topic. This 
paper is to be professionally written, proofread, and properly cited.  
Suggested topics and specific guidelines for this paper will be dis-
cussed in class.  

 
Service Learning Option: This option requires that students en-
gage in a minimum of 20 hours of community service/volunteer work 
working with a youth population.  There is much flexibility in the selec-
tion of an agency or organization to work with.  The bottom line is that 
you must spend your hours involved with a youth population.  Stu-
dents are required to keep a journal in which they are to reflect on 
and discuss their service learning experience in writing.  A more de-
tailed set of guidelines will be distributed and discussed in class.   

 



  

SOC 301   

tentative class schedule 

 
                  

  week 1 1-24 Syllabus       

   1-26 Childhood and Delinquency          BBBS Siegel and Welsh Chapter 1   

                  

  week 2 1-31 check D2L before class  Siegel and Welsh Chapter 11  

   2-2 The Social Construction of Childhood  Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapters 1  

                  

  week 3 2-7 The Social Construction of Childhood  Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapters 2  

   2-9 Paper Plan due and Midterm distributed Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 3  

                  

  week 4 2-14 Video "Girl Trouble" Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 4 -5  

   2-16  Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 6  

                  

  week 5 2-21 UCR, Self –Reports, Victim Survey's Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 4 –6  

   2-23 Midterm question 1 due come prepared to work on midterm   

                  

  week 6 
2-28 Sociological Views of Delinquency 

Empey, Stafford and Hay Part 3 
Siegel and Welsh Chapter 4 

 
 

   2-30 Midterm question 2 due come prepared to work on midterm   

                  

  week 7 3-7 Cultural Deviance Theory Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 8          

   3-9    ER Miller ER Shaw   

                  

  week 8 3-14 Differential Association Theory Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 9    

   3-16 Midterm due  ER Skyes and Matza  ER Becker   

                  

  week 9 3-21 Spring Break-No Class      

   
3-23 Spring Break-No Class     

 

                  

  week 10 
3-28 Strain Theory Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 10 

 

   3-30  ER Merton,  ER Cohen   



  week 11 
4-4   Social Control Theory Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 11 

 

   4-6 Final Distributed ER Hirschi   

                  

  week 12 4-11 Labeling Theory Empey, Stafford and Hay Chapter 13   

   4-13  ER Lemert, ER Becker  (Deviance as a Masters Status) 

                  

  week 13 4-18 Family Siegel and Welsh Chapter 7 PRESENTATIONS 

   4-20 Final question 1 due      

                  

  week 14 4-25 Peers Siegel and Welsh Chapter 8 PRESENTATIONS 

   4-27 Final question 2 due                                

                  

  week 15 5-2  TBA PRESENTATIONS  

   5-4  TBA PRESENTATIONS   

                  

  week 16  5-9 Semester Project Due                         PRESENTATIONS    

   5-11 Work Day: come to class prepared to work on Final   

                  

  
Finals 

sec 3 Wednesday, May 17th 08:00-10:00      

 

   

sec 4 Monday, May 15th 14:45-16:45    

 


